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Iranian artist Kamrooz Aram has set aside his canvases to explore the concept of
representation in an exhibition currently running at Dubai’s Green Art Gallery.
Relinquishing his creative hand in favour of a critical eye, curator Aram explains how
photographstell a calculated story that is ‘assumed’ by the photographer. ‘images play a
major role in the telling of history,” explains the NYC-based artist. ‘It’s critical to
understand thatimages are made by people, and that people make decisions in the
process of image-making that influence our understandingof their subject.’

The show, entitled ‘A Permanent Record For Future Investigation’, has enabled Aram,
as curator, to focus on a subject that particularly intrigues him. ‘The question of
representation is something I've been interested in within my own studio practice and
research for many years. But it was really liberating to focus on artists who make work
that is different than my own, artists who deal more directly with photographic images.’

He explains that his artistic background also allowed him to develop a unique
relationship with the artists. ‘One benefit of having an artist as curator is that I'm
empathetic with the artists’ concerns. We could have conversations in the studio or over
coffee or online, and we could speak frankly with each other, discussing possibilities
about which works to present and how to group them. | think artists have slightly
different conversations with each other than they do with a curator, critic or gallerist,’
says Aram.

Here, he tells us why he chose three of the key works.

The Lowdown

Exhibition: ‘A Permanent Record For Future Investigation’ until January 10 at Green
Art Gallery, Alserkal Avenue, Al Quoz (04 346 9305).

Artist: Kamrooz Aram.
Price of works: Prices available on request.
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Tryptych No. 2 by Iman Issa

‘Issa begins with the image on the left, a snapshot of a location with personal
significance. The nextimage attempts to capture the feelings she associates with the
firstimage. The third is a fresh response to the second image, as if the artist were
viewing it for the first ime — you listen to it on headphones. It's a gentle sound that |
imagine to be a cross between Homer's Sirens and a distant foghorn.’

How does it explore the concept?

‘The representation of a sensation, memory or feeling has historically been attempted
through painting and often dismissed as subjective or sentimental. Iman takes this on
through photography — the use of sound is fresh and compelling. She combines places
and images with something as ephemeral as a sound to engage such content without
seeming self-indulgent or sentimental.’
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Imperial Highness of Ethiopia by Mehreen Murtaza

‘The subject of this image, Haile Selassie, is appropriate for a show dealing with the
subjectivity of history. He was the emperor of Ethiopia — many give him credit for
resisting Italian colonisation, and Rastafarians consider him to be the human
embodiment of the divine.’

How does it explore the concept?

‘The artist challenges us to see that what we record as history is often as absurd as
science fiction, that mythology and history are more indistinguishable than the history
books would have you believe.

Like < 0 Tweet < 0 0 Email ||  Print =)

www timeoutdubai.com/gallery/37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition?image=3#.Uas_5SmQpank

1/1


http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fgallery%2F37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition%3Fimage%3D3&text=Check%20out%20Time%20Out%20Dubai's%20Gallery%20%7C%20%20'A%20Permanent%20Record%20For%20Future%20Investigation'%20exhibition&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fgallery%2F37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition%23.Uas_5s0UzKQ.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fgallery%2F37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/gallery/37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition?image=3#
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fsendemail%3Fid%3D37061%26controller%3Dgallery%26image%3D3&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
javascript:void(0);
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/gallery/37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition?image=3#comment
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Faroundtown&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fart&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fbars&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fbodyandmind&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fcommunity&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Ffilms&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fhotels&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fkids&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fnightlife&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Frestaurants&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fsportandoutdoor&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fshopping&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Ftravel&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fknowledge&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Ftimein&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3df5/0/0/%2a/v;44306;0-0;0;91260262;5480-300/80;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3df5/0/0/%2a/s;208404379;0-0;0;91260262;152-1/2;28677480/28695359/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.arabianbusiness.com
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3df5/0/0/%2a/j;44306;0-0;0;91260262;1355-2/2;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/gallery/37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition?image=4&ref=onimg
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3df5/0/0/%2a/h;44306;0-0;0;91260262;40352-565/45;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=ra-507a9943109e4902&source=tbx-300&lng=en-US&s=google_plusone_share&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fgallery%2F37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition&title=Check%20out%20Time%20Out%20Dubai's%20Gallery%20%7C%20%20'A%20Permanent%20Record%20For%20Future%20Investigation'%20exhibition&ate=AT-ra-507a9943109e4902/-/-/51ab3fe680c35a56/2&frommenu=1&uid=51ab3fe653ab3e49&ufbl=1&ct=1&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2Fgallery%2F37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition%3Fimage%3D2&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/gallery/37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition?image=3#
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/gallery/37061-a-permanent-record-for-future-investigation-exhibition?image=3#
http://www.timeoutdubai.com/interstitial.php?wURI=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timeoutdubai.com%2F&wAd=206720516&wTime=60000
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3df5/0/0/%2a/g;204943685;0-0;0;91260262;28561-740/467;27112851/27130730/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.itp.net

6/2/13 'A Permanent Record For Future Investigation' exhibition - Dubai Pictures Gallery - TimeOutDubai.com

'A Permanent Record For Future Investigation' exhibitiomare s caiery 0

Be the first t t 26 November 2012 .
¢ e Histio commen Other Sections

Around Town Art

Bars & Clubs Body & Mind
Community Film

Hotels Kids
Nightlife & Music Restaurants

Sport & Outdoor Shopping &
Style

Travel Knowledge

Time In

Chain 2011 by Talia Chetrit
‘This is a black and white photograph of a chain.’

How does it explore the concept?

‘Talia’s photos take on the many roles of photography — fine art, documentation and
more. ‘Chain’ is repetitive, almost ornamental, like a Jackson Pollock, so it can be seen
as an abstraction; or a landscape, a representation of an industrial space... a very
shallow space. But really it's a still life.: a depiction of an object on a black backdrop. It
is functional, banal, but also poetic and wrought with tension. It is an object defeated,
unable to fulfil its function. Itis a chain at rest, a chain defeated.’
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