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Shot in black and white, the composition of these photographs alone is pretty stunning. But unless you speak Arabic,
you have to get up close to catch the real meaning.
The Syrian photographer, Jaber Al Azmeh, has captured a wide range of people, poets, journalists, artists and actors,
holding a copy of the Al Baath newspaper inverted and with their real thoughts handwritten across the top in Arabic. In
neat English text, the translation has been typed underneath.
The series, which began in 2011 at the start of the uprising, is a kind of silent protest but the words somehow speak so
much louder when written down.
With phrases like “Nothing will stop us. We are coming back home”, “Happiness is coming to our streets and homes,”
or simply, “Freedom” it draws attention not just to the situation and how it affects every social sphere but also to the role
of media and the flaws of the government mouthpieces in both TV and newspaper form.
If you ask me, Al Azmeh’s own artistic message speaks the loudest of all:
“All Syrians, no matter where they come from, what religion they have, and what they do, are working together to help
this revolution, and help Syria reach its freedom.”
It is only on for a few more days so make sure you get down to see what I think is one of the most powerful shows we
have had all year.
http://www.thenational.ae/blogs/the-art-blog/silent-voices-jaber-al-azmeh-at-green-art-gallery
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* Jaber Al Azmeh: The Resurrection runs until June 26 at Green Art Gallery, Alserkal Avenue

Related
■ Apex Generation exhibit showcases effects of warfare through poignant pieces of art
■ Art Brussels: Green Art Gallery
■ Inside the world of Kamrooz Aram
■ Acid Fields is Shawki Youssef's reaction to instability in the Middle East
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