1/4/14 Falling in line - Livemint

LIVEMINT | HINDUSTAN TIMES | LIVEHINDUSTAN O‘

2 .. 04 JANUARY 2014
live @

mint

& THE WALLSTREET JOURNAL
HOME COMPANIES INDUSTRY POLICY CONSUMER MONEY OPINION LOUNGE

HOME » LEISURE

Falling in line

Drawing and architecture come together in Seher Shah’s drawings and photographs
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Shah with the work ‘30|60|90’ at the gallery. Photo: Abhijit Bhatlekar/Mint

Seher Shah’s solo show at Jhaveri Contemporary in Mumbai, her first in
the city, seems like a mini retrospective of her work: It's a thorough
introduction—drawings, photographs (Mammoth, Body Weight) and objects

(Landscape Object Vista 1). Immersed in a drawing practice and trained in
architecture, Shah works with time and scale, drawing you into detail,

Editor's picks

pushing you out with the monumental and trapping you in time. A
temporality emerges in the space that she constantly negotiates and
renegotiates.

This temporality and the practice of drawing come together in her most

recent work 30|60]90. Using a “contraption” that involves a mechanized

Manmohan Singh sets delivery of carbon ink from an air brush, “she sets up a drawing exercise”,

stage for Rahul Gandhi vs

Narendra Modi battle setting the variables to fixed parameters (time, distance, output) for each

exercise. The process of the gesture, between the delivery and the
marking of the paper, “where all possibilities can happen”, is what interests
her: “the inbetween space” between ink and laying down of that ink. The
result is a suite of 30 drawings, where she has added lines spaced
deliberately corresponding to the drawing. This is no random shooting

range, but the seemingly random circular smudges that appear to have an
Distortions in news
broadcasting

order in the rectangular cosmos she pulls together.

- A controlled approach to drawing is apparent also in Shah’s earlier works,
displayed in this show. From the small drawings to the large work in the last
room, they share a commonality, apart from their graphite renderings, in
being fantastical in their laying out of architectural forms. Drawing from
archival pictures, from Brutalist buildings to photographs of the Delhi

Durbar in past works, Shah’s repositioning opens up a parallel world of
dreamscapes.

Infosys reworks
management structure to
allay succession

concerns In some, intricate drawings have a black solid geometric form either
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MCX-SX board approves her training as an architect.
1:1 rights issue

Does space sometimes seem over-negotiated in Shah’s work? Searching
for the “inbetweenness” she seeks, does the detailed patterning deliver us
somewhere rather than keeping us from arriving? In contrast, Zarina
Hashmi’s evocations in Home Is a Foreign Place have more architectural
presence. The affective longing in Zarina’s grid-like prints allows us to
imagine, the repetition in the series, to remember, and the scale to help

Goa bans local people

f commit to memory.
from casinos

Shah carries an architect’s blueprint forward into her artist practice. In
Paper to Monument, (her solo at Nature Morte in 2009), an individual
negotiation of the spectacle of public monuments, there is precision even
as she plays with scale: Objects and landscape are juxtaposed out of
whack. It disorients but not in quite the same way Yamini Nayar’s careful
constructed architectural spaces are dealt with—the models Nayar
constructs are destroyed once photographed, the images sometimes
painted on. There is no comparison of different objects aligned to puzzle
scale, just the formal arrangement of colour and line that displaces the

viewer.

In Shah’s Grid Corridor the macro scale of the drawing matches the viewer
standing in front of it, you are part of it; the “hierarchy of spectacle and
spectator is removed in the drawing”, says Shah. From a hollow space, a
relic of a modernist building perhaps, rectangular forms (like basic
Corbusier-inspired modules) float out as if being prepared to be realigned
into something new. The abstraction that is aimed for in deconstruction is
distracted by the sometimes over-detailed drawing, (stylized clouds, arcs
that cut across as anchoring horizontals), but the exactitude in
draughtsmanship is admirable. Ironically, the passion for the line comes out
more in her most minimalistic work 30|60|90, aptly the title of the show, and
it perhaps foretells a new direction in her oeuvre.

30|60|90 is on till 1 February, 11am-6pm (Sundays and Mondays closed),
at Jhavery Contemporary, 2, Krishna Niwas, 58A, Walkeshwar Road,

Mumbai.
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centrally placed or skewed—she often speaks of it as something removed
rather than inserted. In either case, this stasis in the middle of ornament,
besides being a dense contrast to the delicate graphite detailing, adds
perspective and volume, a three-dimensional effect that suggests
movement around it. It's a play on geometry and shadow, honing back to

www livemint.com/Leisure/hhNY cmgfof3e 78MD47KExJ/Falling-in-line .html

2/3


javascript:nw=window.open('https://www.infomous.com/embed?nid=43807&width=100%25&height=100%25', '_blank', 'width=770,height=500,menubar=no,toolbar=no,location=no,resizable=yes,scrollbars=no'); void(0);
http://www.infomous.com/how_it_works
http://www.infomous.com/what_is_infomous
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FLeisure%2FhhNYcmgfof3e78MD47KExJ%2FFalling-in-line.html&text=Falling%20in%20line%20-%20Livemint&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FLeisure%2FhhNYcmgfof3e78MD47KExJ%2FFalling-in-line.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FLeisure%2FhhNYcmgfof3e78MD47KExJ%2FFalling-in-line.html
http://www.livemint.com/SendStory/2.1.660074848
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/hhNYcmgfof3e78MD47KExJ/Falling-in-line.html?facet=print
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Seher%20Shah
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Drawing
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/architecture
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/photographs
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Art

1/4/14

New Ideas Ideas |
Travel without a
camera

New Year Ideas |
Adopt an Indian stray
dog

0 comments

Falling in line - Livemint

New Year Ideas |
Discover theatre

New Year Issue |
Become a coffee nerd

Newest

Be the first to comment.

ALSO ON LIVEMINT

Security to US embassy based on threat
perception: Salman Khurshid
— | am not an English man. you
should see the video of what is strip
search, cavity search on a women. ...

Facebook sued over alleged scanning of
private user messages
— If your stupid enough to use
Facebook after you knew that Facebook
uses and sells your private info then ...

WHAT'S THIS?

PM Manmohan Singh rules out third term,
makes way for Rahul Gandhi
— The taste of boot polish will stay
in his mouth forever.

New Ideas Issue | Travel without a
camera

— | could relate with each
word of the article. My best travel
experiences have been the ones ...

Companies : People | Results | Management

Opinion : Views | Online Views | Columns | Quick Edit | Blogs | Small Picture | Drawbridge

Industry : Financial Services | Manufacturing | Retail | Telecom | Infotech | HR | Energy

Policy : Policy | Infrastructure | Education | International | Reports | Agriculture | Human Development

Consumer © Marketing | Research | Personal Tech | Media | Advertising

Lounge : Lounge | Business of Life | Indulge

Multimedia . Slideshows | Videos

Money : Personal Finance | Did You Know | Mint50 | Mint Money Columns | Mark to Market | Markets | Ask Mint Money

Subscribe | ContactUs | mintCode | Privacy policy | TermsofUse | Advertising | MintApps | AboutHT Media | Jobs

Copyright © 2012 HT Media All Rights Reserved

www livemint.com/Leisure/hhNY cmgfof3e 78MD47KExJ/Falling-in-line .html


http://www.livemint.com/companies
http://www.livemint.com/Query/lZy3FU0kP9Cso5deYypuDI/people.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/ZtZgviOVr74zwZ37eD9uDI/results.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/V1eAlpSAzt0kHm6oBnOvDI/management.html
http://www.livemint.com/opinion
http://www.livemint.com/Query/lpAyR4Wo8C3SXmJBj8tuyK/views.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/PQJwsqCd52iWfHoxGnNtyK/online-views.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/JFxEXcnZWEkzPkSUuUFvyK/columns.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/X6WVejFv2XR0EuY0gumvyK/quick-edit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/VJEK9OqL7SzS83oI6IWvyK/blogs.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/T00T1hM8erlVmrOx2p7QHI/small-picture.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/jqtWW3dKGUKRISguZXGuIK/drawbridge.html
http://www.livemint.com/industry
http://www.livemint.com/Query/5jCbPmmTjmX6bvfyV5XlkJ/financial-services.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/pDgg1HH1sAxJUpRxH65lkJ/manufacturing.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/hbgVnrGsAo71tYr1VPHmkJ/retail.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/FFQNajxXoQX6ueRs5ySmkJ/telecom.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/P8RBwcvO9gvJl6xh6wTNzO/infotech.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/zuBXLOuue12DFytBwNjlkJ/hr.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/hHUQJ3ncBXZBGH3eVyKlkJ/energy.html
http://www.livemint.com/politics
http://www.livemint.com/Query/59D3aruALU0IX1GgHP8SDL/policy.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/vqugGXasOPir7LpvkzGSDL/infrastructure.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/Rvw6vyqrwUdCxnxjvPZSDL/education.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/N16rSOPRyTXflQSevctRDL/international.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/F9iGNRnBLqZVFcxbO5mTDL/reports.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/dpEDNI92z2l8tlro1IdRDL/agriculture.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/pvQ1Hmhug42t8emPkTpSDL/human-development.html
http://www.livemint.com/consumer
http://www.livemint.com/Query/Hi6HaGXvVLB9W4e31GU5eI/marketing.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/pfUlkE2sRxFtnTXRpGk5eI/research.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/RFNFcuH8h1B84rXLxtB6eI/personal-tech.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/VBSz5w6iZO0oHUqPJsy5eI/media.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/b2RMQGpR06nCqpbb2D74eI/advertising.html
http://www.livemint.com/leisure
http://www.livemint.com/Query/nMTfX0vuAr8nM1VJaPdp3J/lounge.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/ZlVE3pSeycLiyquAxEzn3J/business-of-life.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/jIarviPpOzeWkT7rrPMp3J/indulge.html
http://www.livemint.com/multimedia
http://www.livemint.com/Slideshows/N3hm4xG7D6TNj8ghHT469M/slideshows.html
http://www.livemint.com/videos
http://www.livemint.com/money
http://www.livemint.com/Query/pd7xASzoRgQFLZgfCqhPMN/personal-finance.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/rq3Q26fPwndf5Wqv8TRNtN/did-you-know.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/B5rH9IkIyAjA13Jf0DVWTO/mint-50.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/ZbYasTkXO3oQ3J1dHVA26H/mint-money-columns.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/tDDUsAatEFggjoH0W9O3MK/mark-to-market.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/lLpizY6ixkyoJtHyUHYYbN/markets.html
http://www.livemint.com/Query/FVSUpMbheJbwZhg437g1MK/ask-mint-money.html
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/djzyCrCsIdHcE88cgIe2VJ/New-Ideas-Issue--Travel-without-a-camera.html
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/zoSJbCt5j69GB58woxq7UN/New-Year-Issue--Discover-theatre.html
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/76voRSSCbTArln4mSfKSjJ/New-Year-Ideas--Adopt-an-indian-stray-dog.html
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/p5t9hC0L6glHm6XpP1o64N/New-Year-Issue--Become-a-coffee-nerd.html
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FPolitics%2F91GhjAbu3CsI6xaoOE1eLO%2FSecurity-to-US-embassy-based-on-threat-perception-Salman-Kh.html%3AfEwg9jf_YTkq2EBPjZPVSWis9T8&imp=867fgf99k0004&prev_imp&forum_id=308941&forum=livemint07&thread_id=2063529154&major_version=metadata&thread=2089536964&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FPolitics%2F91GhjAbu3CsI6xaoOE1eLO%2FSecurity-to-US-embassy-based-on-threat-perception-Salman-Kh.html%3AfEwg9jf_YTkq2EBPjZPVSWis9T8&imp=867fgf99k0004&prev_imp&forum_id=308941&forum=livemint07&thread_id=2063529154&major_version=metadata&thread=2089536964&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FPolitics%2FXc3TXaxTI4x62SQuw7hUTP%2FPM-Manmohan-Singh-rules-out-third-term-makes-way-for-Rahul.html%3Afuz4EKZS4z5GeTjt2oFIAzLPzCk&imp=867fgf99k0004&prev_imp&forum_id=308941&forum=livemint07&thread_id=2063529154&major_version=metadata&thread=2088828723&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FPolitics%2FXc3TXaxTI4x62SQuw7hUTP%2FPM-Manmohan-Singh-rules-out-third-term-makes-way-for-Rahul.html%3Afuz4EKZS4z5GeTjt2oFIAzLPzCk&imp=867fgf99k0004&prev_imp&forum_id=308941&forum=livemint07&thread_id=2063529154&major_version=metadata&thread=2088828723&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FConsumer%2FvOswLRDoejsIrkF2pXTO3M%2FFacebook-sued-over-alleged-scanning-of-private-user-messages.html%3A50tQwLviD1rkf-nyrxGdBlT3TRY&imp=867fgf99k0004&prev_imp&forum_id=308941&forum=livemint07&thread_id=2063529154&major_version=metadata&thread=2088645131&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FConsumer%2FvOswLRDoejsIrkF2pXTO3M%2FFacebook-sued-over-alleged-scanning-of-private-user-messages.html%3A50tQwLviD1rkf-nyrxGdBlT3TRY&imp=867fgf99k0004&prev_imp&forum_id=308941&forum=livemint07&thread_id=2063529154&major_version=metadata&thread=2088645131&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FLeisure%2FdjzyCrCsIdHcE88cgIe2VJ%2FNew-Ideas-Issue--Travel-without-a-camera.html%3AmYOPhxdFov4NM9XQZz6PdrW_BfU&imp=867fgf99k0004&prev_imp&forum_id=308941&forum=livemint07&thread_id=2063529154&major_version=metadata&thread=2090033966&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FLeisure%2FdjzyCrCsIdHcE88cgIe2VJ%2FNew-Ideas-Issue--Travel-without-a-camera.html%3AmYOPhxdFov4NM9XQZz6PdrW_BfU&imp=867fgf99k0004&prev_imp&forum_id=308941&forum=livemint07&thread_id=2063529154&major_version=metadata&thread=2090033966&zone=internal_discovery
http://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=livemint07&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
http://www.livemint.com/subscription
http://www.livemint.com/Object/LkWNwhewczPv8A8OHmiB8M/contactus.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/h91DzWUKgHwMnw2nYc3XdJ/mintcode.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/DSH31Msx7jzRq6nPedwI1I/privacypolicy.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/FfxJLTnyJiJxd0wk1aNibM/termsofuse.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/rUAqMnI9zHjrktTIxLwssN/advertising.html
http://www.livemint.com/apps
http://www.htmedia.in/Section.aspx?Page=Page-HTMedia-AboutUs
http://www.livemint.com/Object/ZhfSZaRPCdFSseEKXdt3LM/jobs.html

